After years of struggle, Kristen can now smile

A girl's battle with a disfiguring
condition is captured in a

documentary, reports-
Bernadette Condren
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RISTEM Earmeys wide smile
reveals bwo missing teeth

Not such a hig deal for an eight-

vear-old, but what is a big deal

for Kristen is that after vears of
surgery she finally has something to smile
albodl,

Kristen was bormn with hémangiona — an
abnormal build-up of blood vessels that
creates unsightly purple tumours.

In most cases the hemangioma is a red
area on the skin that grows rapldly, slows
dhown and eventually disappears.

In Kristen's case, her mum Michelbe
naticed a red patch on her face when she was
about elght days old.

The patch rapidly developed nto un
sightly tumours that covered 90 per cent of
her face and threatensd to send her into
heart faillure because they were affecting her
breathing.

In a newspaper inlerview in November
2000, Mrs Earney said she was shocked at

how gquickly the growths had eropled

“One moming | picked her up and her
face had exploded,” she said.

When Kristen was first dignosed, Mrs
Earmey was tald fo take her home and Bet
nabure take its course

It was an unacoepdable option for the
Baimsdale Gonily, who made a public plea
for help Frometheirresional Vicorian harme
threwgh Chanmel 10 news.

Hope came in the guise of LS pmfmur
Milton Waner, an ¢ar, noge and throat
specialist then based at the Arkansas
Children’s Hospital who had made 2 name

F{Jr himsel{ 3|I)L‘ﬂ alising in serious birthmarks
vascular  abnormalities  such  as
humangmm.as

At the time, the US bureau chiel for
Channel 10 was Michelle Stone, who picked
up the story at the Amenican end and
covered it for Australian audiences.

Stone was so affected by Kristen's hattle
that she began filming the Earmey family's
journey for a documentary

That first felin, J'hhy Krasten, followed
Kristen to Arkansas where she mel Pro-

fessor Waner. i :
After several operations Kristen's
hemangiomas were under control but she

was bell with unsightly scarring around her
lips amd nose and the vision in her right eye
wias impaired
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watched professor’s — healing
hands for extensive
Kristen plastic surgery.
Stone, now 'med
grow and  mEibin g
at Curru o
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“I've known the family now for seven years
and I've watched Kristen grow amd bore
witness to the courage and the struggle, and
hier mitheer is just io brave.

Az much as the documentary was a labour
of love for the filmmaker, it was also about
letting others know about the hope offered
by people such as Professor Waner, the man
now known as Krsten's hero,

Kristen's Hore airs on Channel 10
ot 3.30pm today




