or a brave little fighter

Getting rid of a tumour saved Kristen Earney’s life - then the hard work began. It's been
a long journey, but there'll be a happy ending. Mark Russell reports.

KRISTEN EARNEY likes her cute new
button nose but is not too sure about
her new mouth,
| . And don't get her started on what
I needs to be done to fix her right eye
|and her crooked teeth.
| This brave little eight-year-old girl
lm Baimsdale has had exmnsmﬂ'l
tic surgery to try to repair the
|damage caused to her face by a life-
| threatening tumour.
Her story touched the hearts of
many Australians when her mother,

Micheue Earney, went on national
television soon after she was born
to plead for help.

Kristen was just eight days old when
her mother noticed some shight bruis-
ing on the right side of her face.

A deep purple tumour quickly
spread over her face, moved into her
mouth and was creeping down her
(hroat, threatening o blockher
alrways,

She was diagnosed with a severe
case of hemangioma: a sponge-like
collection of blood vessels that can eat
jts away across a child's face.

Hemangiomas are common in small
n but U_'ii.lllljl' they are hmlgn

after some time and then

In Kristen's case, the tumour was

spreading rapidly and thmalelﬂng W

shut down her respirat

Mrs Earney claimed doctors d.id not

what to do and told her to take

isten home and wait for the tumour

g0 away.

Instead she went public and was
about Dr Milton Waner, professor

ear, nose and thmat surgery at

sas Children's Hospital in the US
and an expert in treating hemangioma.

Dr Waner agreed to treat Kristen
ﬁeelul chargem i a.r:li*a.fmr DUUMETOUS SUr-
] procediires hemangioma was

t under control by the time she
was two. But it had already destroyed
part of her lips and nose, and dam-
aged the vision in her right eye.

Kristen has twice returned to
America for further treatment from Dr
Waner, whom she calls “Uncle Milty'"".
Last year she had plastic surgery at the
prestigious St Luke's-Roosevelt hospital
in New York.

Before she left in July, teachers and
classmates at Lucknow Primary School
gave her a giant stuffed piglet and an
album in which every st wrote
her a letter wishing her good luck.

As a toddler, Kristen's face was being eaten
away by the aggressive tumour.

“Everybody gave her a round of
applause and said they were going o
miss her,” Mrs Earney said.

Kristen, who was tormented so
badly at her first school that she had to
be moved to Lucknow, underwent
extensive laser on her face for
about a month in the US.

“At the moment she's not very
happy mati'lddle way she looks,” Mrs

said.
e

“She had rhinoplasty so she's had a
beautiful little button nose created
which she thinks is pretty cool but
dae'smm happy with the shape of her
mouth.

{ A little glrl s painful battle
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Earty days: From The Age, November 2000.

“She had really bad ulceration to
her lips because her mouth was so
engulfed by the hemangioma, which
meant Dr Waner had to reshape her
maotith, stretch it here and there, to
make it look normal and there's still a
lot of healing to be done.

“Before we went to New York, if you
ran your hand down the right side of
her face you could feel the bumps and

ripples.

“It felt like somebody had been
burnt. It had that blotchy feel, but now
it feels as smooth as silk.”

Mrs Earney said Kristen, who hopes
to have more work done to fix her lazy

‘I bring her down to earth

pretty quickly. | tell her
you're a little country
girl from

Kristen, don't get tickets

on yourself.’

right eye and crooked teeth, was an

incredibly positive, despite
e happy girl despi

{5 'I:.:merallrshesa pretty easygoing

“She takes most of it in her stride
and sort of accepts that's her fate in
life, if you like, She doesn't feel hard
‘!Dm h&'-ll

Mrs Earney said she and her inter-
state truck driver husband, Leigh, and
their three other children, Jesse, 16,
Jamie-Lee, 10, and Stephanie, 6, tried
to treat Kristen as normally as possil'de
and not give her any special treatment.

“She's just Kristen to the other kids,
They are very protective of her when
we're out in public, but on the other
hand they will come home from school
and try to beat each other up because
they touched each other's dolls or
something.”

Mrs Earney said Kristen did at
times think she was a bit of a superstar
because of all the publicity she had
attracted h1.ll “I bring her down to
earth pretty quickly. I tell her you're a
little mu.nu'j.r girl from Baimsdale,
Kristen, don’t get tickets on yourself,”

A new documentary on Kristen by fimmaker
Michele Stone will screen on Channel Ten at
3.30pm on March 10.




