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Michelle Stone has

worked on many
documentaries during her
long career.

Schooled at Palm Beach-
Currumbin High, Stone says
the story of young Victorian
girl Kristen Eamey is one of
the most touching she
has produced.

Kristen has a massive
facial tumour, known as a
haemangioma, which
doctors in Australia claimed was untreatable.

However, in the documentary Baby Kristen
the little girl met New York specialist Dr Milton
Waner, who was able to treat her condition.

In this follow-up, Kristen, 8, is reunited with Dr
Waner in New York for more treatment.

“It's a powerful program,” says Stone.

“To watch a child conquer a seemingly
insurmountable condition and see her family
support her through the process touches you."

Qantas flew Kristen and her mother to
Mew York for free so Kristen could receive
follow-up treatment.

*“This child would have faced a totally
different life without Dr Waner's intervention,”
says Stone. "While | was in New York | met
many parents from other parts of the world who
had children with similar conditions.

“They had all been told the same story -
which was ‘take your baby home, there is
nothing we can do'. It's just heartbreaking.

Kristen Earney, 8, and her mother, Michelle, in New York
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*As a filmmaker, it was important for me
to get the message out there about Dr
Waner's existence so people know they
have another option.”

Haemangiomas first appear in the uterus
when a piece of placental tissue detaches and
fixes itself on the baby’s head. The tumour
begins to grow after the baby is born.

"Because the tumours are benign, the
condition does not attract research money,”
says Stone. “*The condition will not kill a child,
however having a tumour such as this will
drastically affect the child's physical and social
development, not to mention confidence." |

Stone began her journalism career with News
Limited in Sydney in 1983 and has been working
in TV news since 1988.

She was the first Australian reporter on the
scene after the September 11 terrorist attacks,
eaming a Logie nomination for her coverage.

~CHRISTINA SWANEVELD




